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Why Graze Dairy Heifers?
Several studies have been done comparing confinement raised heifers 
with pasture raised heifers.

Cost
One significant advantage of grazing heifers is reduced feed cost. A 
University of Minnesota study showed a 37% reduction in feed cost/day. 
Feed cost for confinement raised heifers was $1.52/day compared to $.95/
day for grazing. Another study determined the average cost/day in a feedlot 
system was $1.28 compared to $.99 under managed grazing.

$ Return/Acre 

In the U of MN  study (2000-2002) average return/hectare for grazed dairy 
heifers was $264 higher than any other cropping systems: alfalfa hay $225, 
soybeans $76, corn negative $76.

Health at first calving
Laura Torbert at University of Minnesota compared two grazing systems 
with confinement raising. Grazed heifers had fewer DA’s, reduced calving 
difficulty and lower incidence of ketosis. A similar NY study also showed 
that grazed heifers required fewer treatments and improved calving ease, 
compared to confinement raised heifers.

Improved Production
From the Wisconsin Integrated Cropping Systems Trial, heifers that had 
been raised under grazing, produced 2,000 more lbs of milk in a 305 day 
adjusted lactation than heifers raised in confinement.

Reduced environmental impact 
Improved permanent pastures have lower nutrient runoff compared to 
cropped acres. Grazing reduces time in barnyards and dry lots where 
nutrient losses are high.

Labor savings 
Grazing heifers require less labor/animal unit than when raised in 
conferment, even under intensive management grazing.

With current dairy margins being low or negative, grazing heifers can be a 
way to reduce costs while improving animal health and performance.
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Meadow Fescue over-valued?
Growers are often looking for a grass that establishes quickly and provides high yield 
with improved digestibility and excellent disease resistance.  Meadow Fescue is a 
popular grass species due to it’s excellent forage quality potential.  However, this 
benefit often comes with many drawbacks such as reduced forage yield and higher 
disease susceptibility than comparable species.  Meadow fescue is also a species 
with poor seed yield potential, limiting breeding efforts.
What many growers do not consider is that Festulolium 6n (Tall Fescue X Perennial 
Ryegrass) is an excellent substitution for Meadow Fescue.  This hybrid provides 
the best qualities from both species and results in an improvement over straight Tall 
Fescue for forage quality and an improvement over straight Meadow Fescue for 
forage yield and disease resistance.  The Tall Fescue parent of the Festulolium 6n 
hybrid contributes high dry matter yield, climate adaptability, and persistence while 
the Ryegrass parent contributes rapid establishment, good digestibility, high sugar 
content and palatability. 
Growers should consider replacing Meadow Fescue with Festulolium 6n in forage 
stands as it will maintain similar palatability and sugar content, but also provide 
higher dry matter yields and improved disease resistance. 

The data below provides a head to head comparison of Festulolium 6n to Meadow Fescue forage yields from DLF 
Pickseed replicated forage trials within North America from 2015-2018:

The image below provides a side by side comparison of  DLF Festulolium 6n Mahulena and Meadow Fescue, showing 
the disease resistance difference. (DLF Pickseed replicated forage trials within North America from 2018):

Forage Newsletter 2

“Growers should consider 
replacing Meadow Fescue with 
Festulolium 6n in forage stands 
as it will maintain similar 
palatability and sugar content, 
but also provide higher dry 
matter yields and improved 
disease resistance.”

 Company  Species Total Yield
 (kg/ha)

Yield Index
 (%)

Total Cuts
 (#)

Station Years
 (#)

  DLF Pickseed   Festulolium 6n 7,867.6 104 50 16

  DLF Pickseed   Meadow Fescue 6,694.7 88 50 16

Festulolium 6n
Port Hope, ON 10/10/2018

Meadow Fescue
Port Hope, ON 10/10/2018
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Grass is a crop
Too often grass is considered just being there: fertilize it from time to time and all is good. 
That usually will maintain ground cover, if it is not abused by overgrazing or intensive 
mechanical harvesting. But that does not maximize the potential that a grass crop can 
deliver; the deception of a perennial crop.

As grass plants age, their productivity drops. Even under optimal conditions, the third 
production year DM yield is only 80% of the first year. And that is with the same inputs! 
Whether you graze, bale or ensile for own use or put up hay to sell, the math is the same:  

Revenue/Acre = DM Yield / Acre x Forage Quality
When you are not able to measure both these metrics for each cut, this loss of Revenue/
Acre may go unnoticed. But if measured, you will find a loss in Revenue/Acre of $150/
yr or more in third year vs. the first year and even more in subsequent years. Thus, a 
perennial grass crop needs to be managed to keep its Revenue/Acre near the maximum.

To maximize the Revenue/Acre for your specific situation, the following factors need 
to be considered:
       -  Field characteristics: soil type, wet/dry, weed pressure, distance from farm, etc.
       -  Objective: DM yield, Forage Quality, Nutrient Balance, etc.
       -  Intended harvest methods: [strip]grazing, hay, silage, fresh cut & feed
       -  Crop rotation, intended length of stand
       -  New planting or Grasshancing (overseeding)

Only then choose the proper genetics, species and variety, to meet your goals. For 
new seedings, there are mixture options to meet the requirements. For improving 
existing stands the options are more restricted, as the seedlings need to compete with 
the existing plants in the sward.  DLF’s Grasshancer line of products is designed for 
seeding into existing grass (and alfalfa) stands. They are based on festulolium for quick 
establishment and combine high DM yields with high RFQ and Milk/Ton, to bring the 
Revenue/Acre back to its maximum potential. Grasshance existing fields every two or 
three years, starting after the second year of production.

Grasshancing is the most cost-effective way to maintain the maximum Revenue/Acre 
your grass crop is capable of. 
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“Grasshancing is the most cost-
effective way to maintain the 
maximum Revenue/Acre your 
grass crop is capable of.”
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World Dairy Expo 2018 
Forage Super Bowl: Grass is the winner!
The 2018 World Dairy Expo Forage Super Bowl was a triumph 
for grass. Between the winners in the various categories from 
straight alfalfa hay to alfalfa/grass to straight grass, the Milk/ton 
was surprisingly close, ranging from 4,117 to 3,498. The top 
Milk/ton was claimed by the Grand Champion in the Baleage 
Category, 100% grass, produced by Matt Held, from WI. He 
planted Kingfisher® Allegro, a mix of DLF’s Italian ryegrass 
varieties Fox and Firkin. Congratulations!

Congratulations to Byron Seed, who provided the Kingfisher® 
brand seed mixtures for 4 of the 6 category winners! They use 
DLF’s premium forage varieties in their mixes, such as Echelon 
orchard grass, Kora tall fescue, Perun festulolium and of course 
Fox & Firkin Italian ryegrass.

Follow us on Social Media:

@DLFPickseed

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter!
Visit dlfpickseed.com/ag/forage-newsletters
and fill out the form on the bottom of the page
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