
Report from the Field
Grasshancing™ - Delivers results!

Perennial grass stands are not permanent. They start to decline in 
productivity after the second year of production. As the stand gets 
older, stand density declines and undesirable grasses and weeds 
start to fill in. This results in lowered animal performance and/or loss 
of DM production. Forest Glen Oaks, an organic dairy farm, home 
to 1,500 Jerseys in Western Oregon has been experimenting with 
Grasshancing their pastures. The farm covers 2,600 total certified 
organic acres, 950 of which are permanent pasture. Robert Kircher 
is a co-owner of Forest Glen Oaks. We visited with Robert and he 
commented: “pasture management is very important for us. It is the 
basis of our dairy operation.”

Grasshancing has generated numerous improvements for us:

• Grasshanced pastures produce two-ton additional forage per 
 acre on an annual basis

• Increase in daily output of 2 lbs milk/day/lactating cow.

• We have increased daily DM intake from pastures substantially.

               •  Increased quality and palatability allow animals to exceed   
   minimum pasture requirements for organic standards.

Robert does not use a special no-till drill. A standard double disk grain drill with heavy down 
pressure gets adequate seed to soil contact on his farm. He found that Fall overseeding 
has worked better than spring overseeding. It provides a wider planting window, there 
is a more consistent rain fall pattern, lower competition from established plants and fast 
establishment, compared to spring seeding.

Robert plans to overseed 80% of the pastures on an annual basis. He primarily seeds 
with festulolium combined intermediate and perennial ryegrass. Red and white clover are 
additional components depending on paddock composition.

When asked what he’s seeing on yield improvement from Grasshancing™:

“We’re getting a couple tons of dry matter per acre per year easy!”
When asked about the quality of the feed:

“Good feed, cows just devour it! It’s pretty impressive to watch!”
View the full video testimonial at: DLFPickseed.com/ag/testimonials

Robert Kircher
Forest Glen Jerseys - Dayton, OR
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Fall Grazing Best Practices
For many parts of the country, fall grazing brings a couple different practices 
to mind:
    
1) Stockpiling perennial forages
2) Planting cool season annual forages. 

Stockpiling forage is an economical option to extend the grazing season.  Stockpiling 
is simply the process of letting a pasture paddock or hay field grow and accumulate 
growth that will be grazed at a later date. Mid-August is a fair barometer to use to cut 
off grazing or hay harvest, making stockpiling work, for a maximum return. Current 
market reality dictates that producers need to manage forage and utilizing the feed 
under animals’ feet is critical. One needs to understand in order to allow stockpiling 
to work it demands pulling livestock off of pastures sooner than later.

Tall fescue tends to be the best stockpiling option, especially for late winter grazing, 
because it holds its forage quality value better and longer than other grass species. 
Other species can still be stockpiled, but they need to be managed differently.   
Legumes like alfalfa and red clover can be stockpiled too, but they tend to lose their 
leaves (leaves are at least 4 times higher in RFQ than stems) once hard frosts set in 
regularly.   DLF’s improved tall fescues have shown to be well suited for not only fall 
stockpiling, but season long tonnage and quality.

Fertility is essential and soil testing is an obvious recommendation to gauge current 
levels.  Nitrogen is critical for the maximum growth of cool season grasses. Small 
nitrogen applications can easily increase dry matter (DM) tonnage at a rate of 20-25 to 
1 (for every 1 LB. of actual N, expect up to 20-25# of DM growth per acre – assuming 
adequate rainfall).  And adding nitrogen can also improve the overall forage quality 
of the grass too.  

DON’T FORGET – cool season annual forages can also extend the growing season.  
These options include many species readily utilized as dual-purpose cover crops.  
(Annual ryegrass and brassicas often work well when planted early enough to maximize 
growing degree days (GDD) that still accumulate well into October in many parts of 
the country.) Many forage brassicas provide multiple grazing opportunities, especially 
in well-managed rotational grazing systems.  
Lastly, fall is the time of year when nitrates can be more of an issue, as many forages 
become stressed from drought or frost.
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“Tall Fescue tends to be the best 
stockpiling option, especially 
for late winter grazing, because 
it holds its forage quality value 
better and longer than other 
grass species.”
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Late Summer Seeding 
August and September give many growers across the country the best window of 
opportunity to establish perennial forages.  Not only does this time of year fit well 
into many crop rotations (small grain harvest), but other advantages exist when 
seeding in late summer compared to spring: 

Late summer planting usually means less competition from winter and summer annual 
weeds. Research from across the country shows both legume and grasses yield much 
more prior to winter and the following spring when seeded earlier in the Aug./Sept. win-
dow.  Alfalfa especially needs adequate time for proper contractile growth and crown 
development – critical to stave off winterkill.

Warmer soils usually equate to quicker, more even germination and resulting establishment. 
Roots continue to develop during the cool season.

For most legumes, fall planting results in fewer issues with many root rots and “damping-
off” diseases compared to spring seeding.  Sufficient soil moisture is critical – seeding 
into some level of soil moisture or in advance of a rain event is advised.
  
More time! Since growers aren’t as concerned with field work associated  with  any  spring 
planted cash crops, less short-cuts happen alfalfa and grass plantings demand the same 
effort as any other important crop.

Late summer is the perfect time to consider planting alfalfa/grass combinations or augment 
existing alfalfa stands with perennial grasses like orchardgrass. When pairing orchardgrass 
with alfalfa it is imperative the maturity of the grass coincides with the cutting times and 
to some degree, the fall dormancy (FD) of the alfalfa variety.  FD is not only a measure of 
how quickly alfalfa enters and breaks dormancy in fall and spring, but also accounts for 
how quick it recovers after each cutting.  Higher fall dormancy ratings mean less dormant 
alfalfa, which equals less time between cuttings.  This greatly impacts the management 
decisions of the producer, so understanding one’s own management style is significant.  
The last thing a producer wants to see is orchardgrass headed out in the spring two 
to three weeks or more prior to their alfalfa being ready to harvest. Older varieties of 
orchardgrass tend to be early maturing.

Recent breeding efforts from DLF have created the “K-generation” a range of  
high yielding, leafy varieties with a wide range of maturity:
  
Olathe – early maturing
Inavale – medium maturing
Echelon – late maturing

These varieties are selected under 
continental conditions at DLF’s Kentucky 
Research station. They establish well in 
an alfalfa stand. With a cutting regime 
of 5 - 6 cuts, the early maturing variety 
Olathe is recommended, while for a 2 -3 
cut system, the late maturing Echelon is 
recommended. For 3 - 4 cut, the medium 
maturity Inavale suits best.
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“Late summer is the perfect 
time to consider planting 
alfalfa grass combinations or 
augment existing alfalfa stands 
with perennial grasses like 
orchardgrass.”

Source: University of Wisconsin
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Forage Brassicas, a key to 
success in pastoral farming. 
As a Complementary Forage System (CFS), brassicas extend 
the grazing season and forage quality beyond pasture only 
scenarios. Warm and cool season perennial pastures exhibit 
seasonal declines in quality, energy, and quantity. Liveweight 
gains and milk production suffer. Feeding grain supplements 
can be problematic. 

A yearly rotation of Forage Brassicas into a pasture system 
(25-30% of the farm) supplies a high energy forage, at very low 
cost, while increasing overall DM production and seasonal dis-
tribution. Brassicas are effective at filling feed gaps. Addition-
ally, CFS is a cultural mechanism to renovate soil as it reduces 
off farm rents and supplemental feeding. 

Using Forage Brassicas to complement permanent pasture in a 
CFS, is inherently regenerative and profitable.
Source: Utsumi S.A. ,2013, CFS Technical Report, Michigan State University

For more information about this topic
and more visit DLFPickseed.com
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