
 
Technical Data 

Bandera Texas x Kentucky bluegrass hybrid is the 

newest advance combining the extensive rhizomes 

and heat and drought tolerance of Texas bluegrass 

(poa arachnifera) with the turf quality and density of 

Kentucky bluegrass (poa pratensis). Bandera is the 

result of the innovative work of Dr. Jerry Pepin done in 

cooperation with Rutgers University.   

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Bandera’s unique cross extends the benefits of  

Kentucky bluegrass deeper into the south, and also 

shows superior wear tolerance.  Sod growers and 

sports fields will benefit from its high performance.   

 

Bandera started as a cross between a Texas 

bluegrass female and a Kentucky bluegrass male. 

Seed was selected over two cycles to find the one 

plant that exhibited high turf quality, fast establishment 

and good uniformity.  

 

Bandera can be used alone or in combination with 

Kentucky bluegrasses, perennial ryegrasses and turf-

type tall fescues. Bandera’s deep rhizomes and sod 

strength make it ideal for sports turf and sod farmers. 

Bandera’s drought and heat resistance along with 

lower water and nitrogen inputs make it a good choice 

for low maintenance areas.  In addition, its shade 

tolerance extends its use in all landscapes.   

 

Bandera is a second generation hybrid with improved 

color and texture over first generation material.  Seed 

size, seeding rates and handling are all very similar to 

Kentucky bluegrass.  No special settings or 

adjustments to equipment is required.   
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ESTABLISHMENT: 

 Germination in 4-8 days under ideal conditions 

 First mowing: approximately 2 weeks after 

emergence 

 First limited use: 3 weeks 

 

SEEDING RATES: 

 1,000,000 seeds / lb.  

 2,200,000 seeds / kg. 

 Seeding rate for new turf: 2 - 3 lbs. / 1000 sq. 

ft., or 90-125 lbs. per acre 

 

 FEATURES: 

 

 High drought tolerance 

 Excellent heat and salt tolerance 

 Texas x Kentucky bluegrass hybrid 

 Extensive rhizomes 

 High turf quality 

 

BENEFITS: 

 

 Can be used in shade and sun 

 Reduced water and fertilizer inputs 

 Very high sod strength 

 Excellent year-round performance 

 Deep rhizomes for faster wear recovery 

 More disease resistant than Kentucky 

bluegrass in humid southern areas 

 
 

For more information about this and other PICKSEED varieties, visit our home page by 

scanning this code with your smart device. 


