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Dactylis glomerata

Orcais a versatile, lush-growing, high yielding new variety that is suitable for hay, pasture and
other forage use. It is medium heading and usually slightly later than Potomac in heading and
generally a few days later than Pennlate. When managed properly, Orca will persist for many
years as a long lived perennial grass.

In North America, Orca is similar in adaptation to other improved varieties of orchardgrass. It
is particularly well adapted to the northeastern and mid-western states in the U.S. and into
southern Canada. It is also well adapted to mountain valleys throughout the west. Orca grows
best with 25 or more inches of natural rainfall but can be grown in dryer areas with irrigation.
It can be used alone or mixed with other grasses or legumes commonly used for forage use.

Like most varieties, Orca is suitable for use as a long lived, high yielding hay crop, for green
chop, silage, and as a pasture grass. With good fertility and management, Orca will yield more
forage than most other varieties.

For pastures and for hay, the normal seeding rate is 15 — 20 Ibs. per acre. When mixed with
alegume, add it at 2 — 6 Ibs. per acre, depending on the species of legume planted with Orca.
When mixed with perennial ryegrass, no more than 5 Ibs. per acre of ryegrass is recommend-
ed as the ryegrass may dominate the stand.
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GROWTH HABIT
Perennial Bunch

ESTAB. RATE
14-21 days

NITROGEN REQ.
Med-High 60-80 Ibs/ac

ANEROBIC SOIL TOL.
Poor

pH RANGE
5.5:9

MINIMUM RAINFALL
>18 inches

DRY MATTER YIELD
4-6 tons

REGROWTH
Very good

PRIMARY UTILIZATION
Grazing, Silage & Hay

VEG REPRO TIL RATE
Medium

ENDOPHYTE
No

SEEDING RATE

15-20 Ibs/ac pure
stand

2-6 Ibs/ac mixed with
alfalfa
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2006 Ohio Forage Performance Trial
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TOTAL Relative Yield Harvest Maturity
Variety Marketer 2006 2005 2004 2003 2003 - 2006 2003 - 2006 5/22/06
ORCA PICKSEED 6.79 597 | 7212 | 3.03 23.00 111 3.2
Icon SRO 6.66 6.04 1 | 297 23.00 110 4.6
Megabite Turf Seed 6.44 6.07 | 6.89 | 2.89 22.00 108 51
CIS-0G-4 Cebeco Int’l 6.29 5.84 | 6.93 | 3.05 22.00 107 4.0
Elise Turf Seed 6.32 559 | 6.7 | 3.08 22.00 106 3.3
ECF 30 Radix Rsch Inc. 6.4 564 | 6.65 | 3.00 22.00 105 5.2
Pennlate Public 6.62 557 | 6.64 | 2.76 22.00 105 3.6
Command SRO 5.85 5.86 6.8 | 295 21.00 104 39
Harvestar Radix Rsch Inc. 5.86 547 | 678 | 3.21 21.00 103 4.1
LG-31 DLF-Jenks 5.56 5.02 | 6.22 | 2.63 19.00 94 15
Athes DLF-Jenks 5.12 498 | 6.05 | 3.01 19.00 93 15
Potomac Public 4.84 4.7 5.36 | 2.81 18.00 86 5.0
Abertop Pennington Seed 4.32 318 | 409 | 2.23 14.00 67 4.0
Mean 5.93 538 | 642 | 2.89 21.00 3.8
LSD (0.05) 0.55 0.41 | 0.52 | NS 1 2.4
CVi 6.5 53 5.67 |10.09 5 43.9




